VIA EMAIL:

premier@ontario.ca
minister.edu@ontario.ca

January 7, 2021

Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
Legislative Building
Queen's Park
Toronto ON
M7A 1A1
-andStephen Lecce, Minister of Education
Ministry of Education
438 University Avenue, 5th Floor.
Toronto, ON
M5G 2K8
Dear Premier Ford and Minister Lecce:
Have you ever had to face a child who is confused by the Pandemic, the mandatory masks,
the need to not touch? Do you know what a confused child does? Imagine a 6-year-old, with
special needs, stepping into their familiar classroom, meeting their education worker who
they trust and feel safe with. Do you know what happens next? The child rushes in to attempt
to hug, to kiss, to pull down masks. This same loving child will also spit, scratch and attack
when anxious. Try providing personal care while maintaining social distance. Ask any parent
if that is possible.
We, as education workers, are the forgotten. We constantly get forgotten when media and
politics discuss education, preferring to talk about grand plans for virtual curriculum delivery
and social isolation. Education is complex and it takes many dedicated hands to help create
success for each and every child. Those students that struggle on a daily basis, those with
unique challenges, need all the more help to navigate this pandemic. No one with a heart
and an ounce of empathy will argue this reality. In that same vein, no one should argue that
education workers who are tasked with having to provide daily support to the most vulnerable
students, these education workers ALSO need empathy, kindness and consideration. Why
then are we the forgotten?
Some of the students we educate live in complex environments where their caregivers
themselves do not effectively screen for symptoms, where home might be a group setting
with multiple caretakers, where basic, protective pandemic safety skills are not fully enforced
resulting in children (do not assume all are small and meek for many are near 6ft in height
and adult physically) wiping snot, spitting, coughing, vomiting and worse without

